Plasma calcium and magnesium fractions in liver disease.
Plasma calcium and magnesium fractions were measured in 51 patients with either hepatocellular or biliary disease. The fractions were found to be only minimally deranged. Plasma albumin correlated with total calcium and with the protein bound and ionized fractions. Abnormalities of plasma calcium or magnesium fractions are unlikely to play a role in the pathogenesis of the osteomalacia seen in chronic biliary disease.